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to the Senate, the Navy and our great 
nation. 

Petty Officer Hawes enlisted in the 
Navy in January 1991 and was assigned 
to the U.S.S. Cincinnati (SSN 693) after 
completing Yeoman ‘‘A’’ school and 
Basic Enlisted Submarine School. 
While aboard the Cincinnati, he made 
several overseas deployments which 
contributed to the security of our na-
tion and earned his ‘‘Silver Dolphins,’’ 
the enlisted submarine warfare quali-
fication insignia. He was then assigned 
to Joint Task Force 160 in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, as the Non-Commissioned 
Officer-in-Charge of the J1 Division. 

After his six-month deployment to 
Cuba, Petty Officer Hawes was assigned 
to the Bureau of Naval Personal as the 
Administrative Assistant to the En-
listed Nuclear Power Programs Man-
ager. He served in this position until he 
was selected for assignment to the 
Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs. 
Petty Officer Hawes reported to the 
Navy’s Senate Liaison Office in April 
1996 as a Liaison Officer and Adminis-
trative Assistant. In this capacity he 
has been a major asset to the Navy and 
to the United States Senate. He has 
been key to the smooth coordination of 
all Navy leadership visits to the Sen-
ate, as well as for the accurate and 
prompt management of a wide variety 
of Navy-related Senate constituent 
casework. Petty Officer Matthew 
Hawes has been extremely helpful to 
me and to my staff in numerous ac-
tions, as I know he has been for many 
of you. 

The Department of the Navy, Con-
gress, and the American people were 
well served by this dedicated Navy 
Petty Officer. Members of this Con-
gress will not soon forget the service 
and dedication of Petty Officer Hawes. 
He will be missed. We wish Matthew, 
his lovely wife Blairlee, and their 
daughter Kathryn, Fair Winds and Fol-
lowing Seas.∑
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2000 NATIONAL FINALS 

∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, on May 6–8, 
2000, more than 1,200 students from 
across the United States will be in 
Washington, D.C. to compete in the na-
tional finals of the We the People . . . 
The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram. I am proud to announce that the 
class from Basic High School from Hen-
derson will represent the State of Ne-
vada in this national event. These 
young scholars have worked diligently 
to reach the national finals and 
through their experience have gained a 
deep knowledge and understanding of 
the fundamental principles and values 
of our constitutional democracy. 

The names of the students are; Katie 
Bair, Joshua Bitsko, Ryan Black, Dan-
iel Croy, Scott Devoge, Danielle 
Dodgen, Courtney England, Starlyn 
Hackney, Jill Hales, Alia Holm, Janae 
Jeffrey, Ryan Johnson, Aimee Lucero, 

Nathan Lund, Jessica Magro, Jasmine 
Miller, Holli Mitchell, Gary Nelson, 
Krystaly Nielsen, Mark Niewinski, 
Amanda Reed, Jeni Riddle, Leslie Ro-
land, Landin Ryan, Alena Sivertson, 
Ashley Stolworthy, Sarah Strohm, 
Tyler Watson, Kara Williams, and 
Ricky Zeedyk. I would also like to rec-
ognize their teacher, John Wallace, 
who deserves much of the credit for the 
success of the class. 

The We the People . . . The Citizen 
and the Constitution program is the 
most extensive educational program in 
the country developed specifically to 
educate young people about the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. The 
three-day national competition is mod-
eled after hearings in the United States 
Congress. These hearings consist of 
oral presentations by high school stu-
dents before a panel of adult judges. 
The students testify as constitutional 
experts before a panel of judges rep-
resenting various regions of the coun-
try and a variety of appropriate profes-
sional fields. The students’ testimony 
is followed by a period of questioning 
by the simulated congressional com-
mittee. The judges probe students for 
their depth of understanding and abil-
ity to apply their constitutional 
knowledge. Columnist David Broder de-
scribed the national finals as ‘‘the 
place to have your faith in the younger 
generation restored.’’

Administered by the Center for civic 
Education, the We the People . . . pro-
gram has provided curricular materials 
at upper elementary, middle, and high 
school levels for more than 26.5 million 
students nationwide. The program pro-
vides students with a working knowl-
edge of our Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, and the principles of demo-
cratic government. Members of Con-
gress and their staff enhance the pro-
gram by discussing current constitu-
tional issues with students and teach-
ers and by participating in other edu-
cational activities.

The class from Basic High School is 
currently conducting research and pre-
paring for the upcoming national com-
petition in Washington, D.C. I wish 
these young ‘‘constitutional experts’’ 
the best of luck at the We the People 
. . . national finals and my staff and I 
look forward to greeting them when 
they visit Capitol Hill.∑
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TRIBUTE TO MS. JULIA TOBIAS 
AND MR. GUSTAV OWEN ON 
BEING NAMED NEW HAMSHIRE’S 
TOP TWO YOUTH VOLUNTEERS 
FOR THE YEAR 2000

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to congratulate 
and honor two young New Hampshire 
students who have achieved national 
recognition for exemplary volunteer 
service in their communities. Julia 
Tobias, 17 of Exeter and Gustav Owen, 
14 of Barlett have been named State 

honorees in the 2000 Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards program, an an-
nual honor conferred on only one high 
school student and one middle-level 
student in each state. 

Ms. Tobias is being recognized for 
founding ‘‘Youth Across Borders’’ a 
nonprofit fund to benefit a youth cen-
ter in Bosnia and to raise awareness in 
her own community about issues of 
prejudice, tolerance and the Bosnia 
cause. Though thousands of miles 
away, Julia felt she could make a dif-
ference for these young people by pro-
viding money for school supplies, 
teachers and other materials needed to 
support the center’s ethnic reconcili-
ation programs. She then expanded her 
mission to promote racial harmony 
among youth in her city. So far, she 
has raised $2,500 through various school 
and community fund-raising for her 
project. 

Mr. Owen is being recognized for con-
ceiving and organizing a school-wide 
assembly on bus safety and emergency 
procedures. During his school’s semi-
annual bus evacuation drills, Gustav 
noticed that his fellow students did not 
fully understand what to do or why the 
drills were necessary. He felt that if 
the students were more aware, they 
would be better prepared for a true 
emergency. So Gustav approached his 
principal with the idea of conducting a 
school assembly on the subject, and 
began researching the bus driver’s 
handbook for more information on 
emergency procedures. He then called a 
meeting with the bus drivers, the fire 
chief, and a police officer to discuss 
how to involve the students. Finally, 
he wrote a plan for assembly, recruited 
volunteers to help, and hosted the ac-
tual event, which was followed by bus 
evacuation demonstrations for the en-
tire school. 

Mr. President, in light of numerous 
statistics that indicate Americans 
today are less involved in their com-
munities then they once were, it’s vital 
that we encourage and support the 
kind of selfless contributions these 
young People have made. People of all 
ages need to think more about how we, 
as individual citizens, can work to-
gether at the local level to ensure the 
health and vitality of our towns and 
neighborhoods. Young volunteers like 
Ms. Tobias and Mr. Owen are inspiring 
examples to all of us, and are among 
our brightest hopes for a better tomor-
row. 

I applaud Ms. Tobias and Mr. Owen 
for their initiative in seeking to make 
their communities better places to 
live, and for the positive impact they 
have had on the lives of others. It is an 
honor to serve both Ms. Tobias and Mr. 
Owen in the United States Senate.∑
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TRIBUTE TO MYRA LENARD 

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay tribute to the life of Myra 
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